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Cross-examination is no longer a defensive manoeuvre in the courtroom. The new rules of cross-
examination present an offensive series of tactics specifically designed to enhance the cross-examiner’s 
theory of the case. The New Rules of Cross-Examination short course will provide you with practical 
tips and instructive real-life examples to learn straightforward, effective techniques to maximise the fact 
finder’s perception, minimise evasion by the witness and control the runaway witness during the cross-
examination.

New Rules of Cross-Examination
Presented by the Procedural Law, University of Pretoria

Course content

• Perils of direct examination
• Principles of persuasion: the cross-examiner as teacher in the courtroom
• Three rules of cross-examination
• Constructing your cross-examination

• Chapter method
• Primacy and recency

• Advanced cross-examination techniques
• Loops, double loops and spontaneous loops
• Trilogies

• Controlling the runaway witness

Delegates attend class contact sessions presented over three evenings from 18:00–20:00.
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New Rules of Cross-Examination
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Learning outcomes

After successfully completing this course, you will be 
able to
• look forward to your next cross-examination in 

anticipation and not trepidation
• break the bad habit of using cross-examination 

only as a defensive manoeuvre
• effectively use the new rules of cross-examination 

as an offensive series of tactics to enhance your 
theory of the case

• effectively use the new rules of cross-examination 
to drastically minimise evasion by the witness

• construct persuasive cross-examinations through 
the chapter method and the techniques of 
primacy and recency

• effectively integrate your cross-examination 
and effortlessly use the advanced techniques of 
looping and trilogies

• control the runaway witness with “battle-tested” 
techniques that work

• demonstrate an understanding of the cross-
examiner’s role as teacher in the courtroom, and

• integrate the principles of persuasion into your 
cross-examination to enable you to persuade the 
fact-finder during cross-examination and  
in real-time.

Who should enrol?

This course is ideal for you if you are either a novice or 
experienced legal practitioner who wants to reinforce 
and reinvigorate your cross-examination skills.

Course fees

R3 400.00 per delegate (VAT incl.)

Course fees must be paid in full 14 days prior to course 
start dates. Proof of payment can be submitted to 
enrolments@enterprises.up.ac.za.

Admission requirements

Prospective delegates should at least have a relevant 
bachelor’s degree (LLB) and/or work experience as a 
legal practitioner.

Accreditation and certification

Enterprises University of Pretoria (Pty) Ltd is wholly 
owned by the University of Pretoria. As a public 
higher education institution, the University of Pretoria 
functions in accordance to the Higher Education Act 
101 of 1997. Enterprises University of Pretoria offers 
short courses on behalf of the University and these 
short courses are not credit-bearing, and do not lead 
to formal qualifications on the National Qualifications 
Framework (NQF) – unless stated otherwise. Delegates 
who successfully complete a short course and comply 
with the related assessment criteria (where applicable) 
are awarded certificates of successful completion and/
or attendance by the University of Pretoria.

Registration and enquiries

Client Information Centre
Tel:  +27 (0)12 434 2500
Fax:  +27 (0)12 434 2505
Email:  info@enterprises.up.ac.za

Course leader
Willem Gravett
Department of Procedural Law
Tel: +27 (0)12 420 4708
Email: willem.gravett@up.ac.za


