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The Tea Research Laboratory at the University of Pretoria’s Department of Biochemistry has developed expertise 
for analysing thousands of black and green tea (Camellis sinensis) samples for the tea industries in South Africa, 
Zimbabwe, Malawi and Kenya.

The Tea Research Laboratory, through Enterprises University of Pretoria, has successfully delivered research and 
development solutions for South African tea producers, enabling them to gain the commercial edge to produce 
derived tea products of internationally sought-after quality and volume. 

The Tea Research Laboratory’s reputation has spread far and wide and they have analysed Guayusa tea (Ilex 
guayusa) from Peru that is sold in USA as Runa tea. The laboratory has also analysed roots and leaves from 
African geranium (Pelargonium sidoides) which are sold as Linctagon in South Africa and Umckaloabo in the 
European Union and the USA. The laboratory has established all the ISO methods relevant to tea.

The laboratory can undertake proper scoping and feasibility studies to ensure optimised business models 
are coupled to early-on industry support and participation, giving initiatives the potential to create 
thousands of permanent jobs across the primary tea industry and other support and related industries as 
well as across the spectrum of low-to-high skilled labour levels.

The various stages of assistance include:
•	 Phase 1: Project Scoping.
•	 Phase 2: Pre-feasibility, feasibility and due diligence investigations.
•	 Phase 3: Solution implementation, on-going reviews and business model refinement.
 
The tea industry experts are able to analyse data to inform proper establishment plans for tea agro-
processing, research and development (R&D) and innovation-aimed interventions.
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Personalised services to 
achieve unique business 

and professional 
development goals.

Innovative solutions 
for targeted training and 
critical business insight. 

Draw from leading 
industry experts and 
South Africa’s finest 

thought leaders.

An extensive 
international footprint 

spanning six continents.

A single point of entry 
for all training, research 
and advisory services.

Access to all knowledge 
outputs from the 

University of Pretoria.
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Having playing a profound part in the history 
of South Africa for more than 100 years, the 
University of Pretoria boasts a lasting legacy 
that endures through a cluster of innovative 
and multidisciplinary services rendered through 
Enterprises University of Pretoria.

Our products and services translate into 
increased productivity and enhanced customer 
service excellence within any industry. Drawing 
on the knowledge of academic and industry 

experts from the University of Pretoria, our 
track record includes high-quality, customised 
practical solutions that set us apart from a 
traditional skills development and research 
organisation. With some of South Africa’s most 
acclaimed academics and thought leaders on our 
teams of course leaders and research specialists, 
we ensure that our clients continuously engage 
in ground-breaking knowledge transfer – 
shifting knowledge to insight.  

Typically the development plans can cover aspects for tea producers such as:
•	 Industrial, economic, investment and financing.
•	 Integration of initiatives into spatial and regional development plans.
•	 Technology and infrastructure.
•	 Business strategy, operations and risks.
•	 Human capital, good manufacturing practice, stakeholder and quality.
•	 Environmental management.

One of the experts, Professor Zeno Apostolides, has served on the editorial boards of several journals, and 
is the former editor of the International Journal of Tea Science.
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